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Z 5 MAR 1963

M. ﬁ&mlﬁ\ H. Leich’ ﬁhi’e’f'

Progran Planning Division

Tnited States C(ivil Service Commission
Bureau of Programs and Standards
Washington 25, D. €,

Dear Mr. Lelch:

¥ie were interested in your letier of 15 February regarding the subject
of mslpractice insurance for Govermment physicians and have explored this
subject with our medlcal and legal staffs. Without sttempiing to welgh the
merite of an amendment to the Federal Tort Clalms Act as opposed to Govern~
ment peyment of melpractice insurance premiums 88 alternative remedies, we
pelieve that cither spproach addresges {tgelf to the solution of & very real
problen. )

In response to your specific questions concerning the proposal that the
Government pay Tor the cost of malpractice insurance, we offer the following:

1. s there a real need for sonme gort of financial asslistance
for medical personnel to protect against malpractice sutts?

Yen.

2. What has boen the experience of medigal personnel in your agency
in thie area? How many and what types of sulte have been Tiled against
such personnel?

Fo suits have sctually been flled. However, there lmve been &
few ingtances in vhich such actlon was geriously congldered by an employee.

3. Wnat limitations should be placed on the smount of lnsurance
coverage furnished?

¥e have no specific dollar limitation to suggest. However, we
believe the coverage would nscessarily be 1imited to claims arising from
the physician's official dutles and exclude any claims vhich might arise
¥rom private practice if he were 80 engaged.

b, Should the Government pay up to a fixed premium amount, or base
it on the prevalling premium rates, or is there some more desiraeble method
of firming the Government's contribution?

Prevailing rates would appear to be the most logical solution.
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5. Can you suggest any other method for providing protectlon asgainst
malpractice sults?

Ko.

6. Would your sgeney support or Sponsor & legislative proposal in
this area?

We would support s general proposal in this area sssuming, of
course, that the administrative requirements involved were not in con-
flict with our requirements of cover and security.

7. Are there any other groups of employees vho may have a gimilar
need for gome type of liability protection?

We are not sware of any other such groups.

We vill be glad to receive your reports of further developments in this

BICHB.
Sinceraly,
jz/ Eroyit D. Echols
Emuett D. Echols
Director of Personnel
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